Journal of Ancient Egyptian Interconnections
H ANDBOOK

OF

A MARNA C UNEIFORM PALAEOGRAPHY : A P roJect U PdAte

Jana Mynářová
Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University, Prague

S

ince 2012 a project dedicated to the palaeography and
scribal practices of the Amarna tablets has been carried
out at the Charles University, supported by the Czech
Science Foundation (Grant No. GA ČR P401/12/G168,
“History and Interpretation of the Bible”).1 One of its main
aims is to publish a special volume dedicated to the
palaeography of the Amarna cuneiform corpus. Since their
discovery in the late 1880’s at the site of Tell el-Amarna
(ancient Akhetaten) in Middle Egypt, the tablets (Fig. 1)
have been considered one of the most important written
sources for our understanding of the political and cultural
history of the Levant, as well as of the diplomatic and
administrative procedures employed in the region in the
14th century BCE. A thorough study on the palaeography
of the whole corpus has, however, never been published
in its entirety.
Up to the present day the most complete and frequently
used tool for the study and the discussion of the Amarna
cuneiform palaeography is the sign list published by O.
Schroeder in an Appendix to his two-volume set of
autographs, dating back to 1915.2 While Schroeder’s sign
list is based on the material kept at the Vorderasiatische
Museum in Berlin (which, with slightly over fifty percent
of all preserved Amarna tablets and fragments in its
collection, is the largest in the world), unfortunately less
than one hundred tablets were used to compile the list in
question.
Given the importance of the Amarna cuneiform
palaeography for the 2nd millennium BCE cuneiform
corpora in the Levant,3 a new volume entitled Handbook of
Amarna Cuneiform Palaeography is now in preparation and
will be published in 2018 (ed. J. Mynářová, Charles
University, Prague). The main part of the volume consists

FIGURE 1: A letter from Zitriyara to the king of Egypt: EA
213, BM E29859, obverse (© Trustees of the British
Museum).
of a palaeographical chart with the individual signs
organized in a sequence corresponding to the one
employed in the MZL.4 Each sign is identified by its name
and the respective MZL/MÉA number. As such, it is the
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sign itself that represents the main category in the chart.
Within this category the reader will find representatives
of all variants of the same sign employed in the corpus (in
a graphic form5) with clear reference to the attestation of
the variant and the provenance of the respective text. The
individual variants are arranged within the sign category
in a standard sequence starting with a single horizontal
wedge, followed by a downwards diagonal, an upwards
diagonal, the “Winkelhaken,” and a vertical wedge.6
Information on each variant is further supplemented by
its phonetic or semantic referents. Since the individual
variants of the signs show a substantive graphic
variability, a synoptic table of all variants with references
to the category of the respective signs will be provided, as
well as individual indices.
At present slightly over fifty percent of the Amarna
tablets have been collated, analyzed, and included into the
palaeographic chart. The already analyzed corpora include
the following collections: the British Museum (London),
the Ashmolean Museum (Oxford), the Egyptian Museum
(Cairo), the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York), the
Oriental Institute (Chicago), Musées Royaux et d’Histoire
(Brussels), and the first set of the collection of the Amarna
tablets kept at the Vorderasiatische Museum (Berlin). In
the course of 2017 the remaining tablets housed at the
Louvre (Paris), the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts
(Moscow), and the Vorderasiatische Museum will be
included in order to ensure that the volume will be
published in accordance with the project schedule, i.e., in
2018.
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